Presence of herpes simplex virus type 2 DNA in hamster cells oncogenically transformed by ultraviolet-inactivated virus.
Herpes simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2) DNA has been detected by molecular hybridization in hamster fibroblast cells oncogenically transformed by ultraviolet-irradiated virus. At early passages after cloning in soft agar, about 40% of the HSV-2 genome was present in all the transformed cell lines at one to six copies per cell. In cell lines derived from tumors induced by these cells, the same percentage of the HSV-2 genome was also found with more uniform number of copies (between two and three). Thus the presence of viral DNA seems to be necessary for the maintenance of the transformed state in these cell lines.